April 20, 2025

Acts 10:34a, 37-43 / Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8 / Jn 20:1-9

On the first day of the
week, Mary of Magdala

came to the tomb early
in the morning, while
it was still dark, and
saw the stone removed
from the tomb.

JOHN 20:1

* Bit by Bit

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

ooking for proof of the resurrection is like God has made all life new and destined for resurrection.
L looking for proof of love. Sometimes, we What, then, might one do who is plagued by doubts?
realize only gradually—bit by bit—that we Look for hints of resurrection, of life coming about
are loved. John's Gospel abounds with images of light where one expects only death (as if to symbolically
and darkness. So when this Sunday’s Easter Gospel enter the tomb). What types of hints? Going for
recounts Mary of Magdala going to the tomb early in counseling, as frightening as that may be, and finding
the morning while it was still dark, the gospel is not peace. Talking through a problem in marriage. Finding
simply marking the time of day. It’s noting that what that empty-nesting gives way to new life. Discovering
was taking place was before they believed in the retirement’s gifts. Making a dreaded move to a new city
resurrection, when they were still in the dark. All sorts or school. The resurrection of Jesus means God makes
of hints about the resurrection begin to occur: Mary all life new. We only need to see it and discover that, bit

sees the stone rolled away, Peter and the other disciple by bit, it leads to faith.
go to the tomb and find the burial cloths. They see the
cloth that had covered his head rolled up anq set aside.
No apparition of Jesus, no men in white garments, no
angels. Only hints that with the resurrection of Jesus,
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What are the hints of resurrection
surrounding me? Have I missed any?
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EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 20, 2025

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns in Memory of Helen & Frank Janiszewski

SAT 8:00 PM Easter Vigil THUR 7:00pm Josephine, Peter & John Bogus
. ; . Anna & Joseph Lastochie and
SUN 7:30 AM Easter Memorial Envelopes FRi 7:30AM Pasquale Appolino
9:00 asM Easter Memorial Envelopes SAT 5:15pm  Paul Kakalecik
11:00 AM Easter Memorial Envelopes SUN 7:304M Irene & John Palko
MON 7:304AM No Mass 9:004M Linda Estelle
TUES 7:00pM No Mass 11:00AM Our Parishioners

WED 7:30aM Michael Santos

The Second Collection Next Week is the Religious Ministries Collection

WE LOVE HAVING YOU AS :Remember in your prayers the sick: Pope Francis, Msgr. !
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TO 84576 ' Babiarz, Clara Bailey, Jessica Bailey, Alex Lopacki,
) ! Angelina Swisher, Rachel DiFrancesco, Millie Mattassa,
or connect with us online at 'Bill Pribanick, Rosemary Williamson, Nancy Guilliams,
immaculateconceptionbvme.flocknote.com : Tony Gullhams Bob Warunek, Sharon Painter, Cletus
Immacutateconceptionbvme.rocknote.com McLauthm Carole o, Rose Kibovesak, Lyn
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at Weldenhammcx Caraline Herb, Henry Wa, P Jr., Joe
any time. Text HELP for help There is no charge Balley, Daniel McLaughlln Ann Hay, Geri Bar[h
for this service, but your carrier message and :Kathleen Grady, Jeff Stetina, Larry Palmer, Chris Owens,
 Donna Casper, Jeffrey Painter, Shirley Giordano & Eileen

data rates may apply. View full privacy policy &
terms at flocknote.com/txt.

; Filachek.
! Please pray for the deceased: Larry Jagielski

Our parish church is open each day of the week from 8am to 3pm for private
prayer and visits to the Blessed Sacrament.

Each Sunday, the 11am Mass is live-streamed on our Facebook page for those
who are sick and homebound. Access the live-streaming Mass from our parish
website at www.ichvm.org
Hospital Visitations: If you or a member of your family is hospitalized, call
the parish office at 610-582-2411.




Dear Parishioners,

Easter Sunday celebrates the
Resurrection of Jesus, the crowning truth of
our faith. On this most holy day, during the
celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
each of us is afforded the opportunity to
renew the promises of our baptism.

Today, we reject sin and all its empty
promises and express anew our faith in Jesus
Christ who suffered, died, and was buried
and rose again on the third day. Jesus Christ
is indeed our hope and our salvation.

| pray that God will bless you and your
family with joy and happiness today and
throughout the Easter season and, as
always, | assure you of my continued prayers
and best wishes. God bless you and Happy
Easter!

OUR PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN WEDNESDAY,
THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 11AM-3PM. IF YOU CALL THE
PARISH OFFICE AND NO ONE IS AVAILABLE TO
ANSWER YOUR CALL, PLEASE LEAVE A DETAILED
MESSAGE, YOUR CALL WILL BE RETURNED IN A TIMELY
FASHION, 610-582-2411.

Daily Mass Schedule: Please be advised
that there will be no daily Mass on
Monday, April 21st & Tuesday, April 22nd,
Thank you for your kind understanding in
this regard.

Our parish OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for
Adults continues on April 21st_at 7pm. We
meet in the Lower Level Meeting Room in the
office building.
BERKS CATHOLIC YOUTH FOOTBALL AND
CHEERLEADING- 2025 Season Registration is
now open- This year you can register oniine by
going to - https://qo.teamsnap.com/forms/475623
This program is open to girls and boys enrolled in
Berks County Parochial Schools. Some age and
grade restrictions do apply .FOR MORE INFO AND
COST: WWW.LEAGUELINEUP.COM/BCYFAC
We also invite you to join us at our MEET & GREET
on JUNE 5TH @ BCHS from 6-7:30PM. You can
also follow us on Facebook by going to: Berks
Catholic Youth Football and Cheer-2020 and
Beyond. For info call Danielle Fowler 610-374-1695
or email DFOWLER@BERKSCATHOLIC.ORG
For questions contact: Danielle Fowler 610-374-
1695 or DFOWLER@BERKSCATHOLIC.ORG

g?arisﬁ;”%}“g(}iving.
SIGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING

Through Parish Giving, you are able to make
your Sunday Offering, along with special
diocesan and other contributions online!

Thank you for your commitment to our parish

family and its Mission to proclaim the good news
of the Gospel!

Won’t you join us? It’s easy, safe and secure. And
YOU have control over your online account. How?
+ You determine a monthly or weekly withdrawal
+ Use your Credit/Debit card or your checking account
+ See your year-to-date contributions at any time
+ Best of all, you don’t have to worry about missing a
Sunday Collection even if you are away for any reason!
Go to www.icbvm.org and click the Parish Giving
link on the lower left-hand side of the home page.
Your generosity to Immaculate Conception is greatly
appreciated/

OUR LADY’S MISSIONARIES OF THE
EUCHARIST
Invites you to DIVINE MERCY WEEKEND
Very Rev. Basil Cole, OP,STD,STM
Prof. Emeritus of Moral & Spiritual Theology
Saturday, April 26:
Holy Hour at 6:30pm Evening Prayer &
Confession
Sunday, April 27:
Holy Hour at 9:00am with Divine Mercy
Devotions/Rosary/Confessions
Holy Mass at 11:30am
Lunch Break at 12:30pm
Conference at 2:00pm
Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3:00pm
Evening Prayer at 3:15pm
Registration is required. Space is limited.
Go to www.olme.org/events.
Location 640 E. Main St Birdsboro

The Missionary Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
of the United States Province invite you to share in their
year-long celebration. On August 23, 2025, the
celebration continues when MSC Sisters and friends
gather for a Mass celebrated by Bishop Alfred Schlert at
Holy Guardian Angels and a luncheon at the DoubleTree
in Reading, to commemorate 125 years of service to
God'’s people around the world.

We invite you to rejoice with us this year through prayer
and through participation in our 2025 Nun Run, MSC
Oktoberfest, and various other occasions so that
together we may express gratitude for the many
blessings God has bestowed on us and on all whom we
have served in 21 countries these past 125 years.




I was baptized as a baby, but | never really went to church.
Lately, I've been attending Mass. Are there steps | should
take before | receive Communion?

The first step is to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation
(confession). This is a wonderful opportunity to be officially welcomed
back into full practice with the Church. After such a long absence, it is
important to examine your conscience and celebrate the forgiveness
of the Lord before you receive holy Communion.

| would also recommend that you “beef up” your understanding

A candidate and his sponsor sit for a photo
of what it means to be a practicing Catholic. You might do this by after an Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

(OCIA) class. 10s anGELES TIMES ViA GETTY IMAGES

participating in your parish’s process for the Christian Initiation of
Adults (called OCIA or sometimes RCIA). The Liguori Publications program, Journey of Faith, is one resource used
by many parish communities. Another possibility is to use some of the resources offered online, such as Bishop
Robert Barron's Word on Fire website, which has a fine reputation.

I'am happy you have responded to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit within you and answered the call to deepen
your spiritual practice and journey. The Church needs you. The people of God welcome you. You are beloved
among us, and your response in faith is a powerful witness, a reminder to those who may be tempted to take for
granted the gift of faith. Thank you.

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

April 21 April 22 April 23 April 24 April 25 April 26 April 27
Octave of Easter ~ Octave of Easter ~ Octave of Easter  Octave of Easter ~ Octave of Easter  Octave of Easter ~ Second Sunday
Acts 2:14, Acts 2:36-41 Acts 3:1-10 Acts 3:11-26 Acts 4:1-12 Acts 4:13-21 of Easter /
22-33 Jn 20:11-18 Lk 24:13-35 Lk 24:35-48 Jn 21:1-14 Mk 16:9-15 Sunday of
Mt 28:8-15 Divine Mercy
Acts 5:12-16
Rv 1:9-11a,
Do you have a question for the Padre? 12-13,17-19
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre. Jn 20:19-31

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

We welcome the Easter message: “Peace be with
you!” Brothers and sisters, let us allow the peace of
Christ to enter our lives, our homes, our countries!...
Let there be a decision for peace.... Please, please,
let us not get used to warl... May the leaders of

nations hear people’s plea for peace.
URBI ET ORBI MESSAGE, ROME, APRIL 17, 2022

CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

© 2025 Liguori Publications. imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish was granted on May 28, 2024, by the Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St Louis.
Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability
assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible,
revised edition ® 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. Visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521




The ICC Women’s Society
will be sponsoring a
Spring Garden Geranium Sale

4” pot for $5

- -

All orders must be in NO later than May 4.
Pick up will be in the Social Hall on Saturday May 17%"
between 9AM - 12 noon.

Please return the below order form with your payment (made out to
ICC Women'’s Society) in an envelope marked Women’s Society in
the collection basket or give it to any member of the Women’s
Society.

Any questions call Gina Maicher at (610) 223-5088

Cut here

Name:

Phone:

We will be offering the following colors (please check all that apply with the quantity of each:

H RED # PINK # White



